
October 2026
UPDATED STAKEHOLDER NEWSLETTER
LITTLE SMOKY 1 
SOLAR POWER PROJECT

Dear Resident/Occupant/Landowner and Interested Parties:

Northern Renewables Ltd. (NRL) intends to submit an application for approval of the Little Smoky 1
Solar Power Project (LS1 Project) to the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) in the near future. As
part of our ongoing regulatory and engagement requirements, NRL is providing an update on the
LS1 Project. 

Following final design and project optimization, the project layout has been refined slightly from the
original proposed layout, however, the Project remains within the same project lands. As a result of
these minor refinements, the Noise Impact Assessment (NIA) and Solar Glare Hazard Assessment
(SGHA) were updated to reflect  the optimized layout.  These assessments were completed by
RWDI, an independent third-party firm specializing in these areas.

The NIA confirms that predicted sound levels comply with the permissible sound levels (PSL’s)
under AUC Rule 012:  Noise Control,  for both the required day-time and night-time PSL’s. The
SGHA confirms compliance with the applicable solar glare requirements under AUC Rule 007:
Facility Applications. These conclusions reflect the optimized layout and the mitigation measures
described in the reports.  The assessments conclude that the optimized layout remains compliant
with AUC requirements and does not create new noise or glare impacts for nearby residences or
receptors.

A copy of  the updated project  lay-out,  as well  as confirmation from RWDI,  is  included in this
updated stakeholder package.

We welcome any questions or comments on these materials. Please contact our project team if
you would  like  to  discuss  the  updated  assessments  or  layout.  Thank  you  for  your  continued
participation in the Project.

Sincerely,

LS1 Regulatory and Engagement Team

Phone: 403-921-3020
E-mail: Northern.renewables@korkia.fi
Website: https://korkia.fi//portfolio/little-smoky-1
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 2026-10-09 RWDI Reference No.: 2606469 

TO: Paul Blaha EMAIL: paul.blaha@korkia.fi 

CC: João Costa EMAIL: joao.costa@korkia.fi 

FROM: Bryce Dawson EMAIL: bryce.dawson@rwdi.com 

 Ryan Danks EMAIL: ryan.danks@rwdi.com 

 Mitch Parent EMAIL: michel.parent@rwdi.com 

RE: Noise and Glare Assessments 

Little Smoky 1 Solar Project 

 

Dear João, 

RWDI have completed noise and glare modelling for the Little Smoky 1 Solar Project to evaluate 

compliance with Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) criteria. RWDI have previously completed noise 

and glare modelling for the Project as part of the original application which demonstrated an ability to 

meet the criteria, regulations, and thresholds at the time of the application.  

Since the original application, various updates to the Project have been completed which has triggered 

a need to conduct new noise and glare modelling. The regulations have also been updated for 

expectations for glare from solar projects to include more viewer heights to consider different vehicle 

heights and to consider the field of view for vehicle operators. Additionally, specific duration limits for 

glare for each field of view based on road type have been established. 

The following provides a comparison from the previous application relative to the results of these 

current modelling assessments. 

Glare 

Previous assessments completed by RWDI indicated that green glare and yellow glare were predicted 

on three roads including Range Road 214, Range Road 215, and Township Road 680 and predicted 

green glare and yellow glare for a number of residences. Based on the updates to the project, the 

current assessment predicts no glare of any type on nearby roads or at residences.  
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These results are based on expanded and more stringent criteria established by the AUC through an 

update to Rule 007: Facility Applications in the period between the original application and this current 

application including the evaluation of different heights and multiple fields of view and indicate a 

decrease in potential impact and improvement relative to the previous application. A detailed 

summary of these results will be provided as part of the Project’s submission to the AUC. 

Noise  

The AUC has established Permissible Sound Level thresholds for daytime and nighttime noise through 

Rule 012: Noise Control. The thresholds and criteria remain unchanged from previous. A new noise 

assessment has been completed to evaluate the updates to the Project to verify that AUC limits 

continue to be met. Additionally, two other residences were identified for inclusion in the assessment 

relative to previous. 

The results of the modelling indicated that the Project continues to meet the Permissible Sound Levels 

outlined in AUC Rule 012 when mitigation is applied by installing barriers at specific inverters. When 

considering predicted sound levels with these mitigations applied, the predicted sound levels remain 

unchanged or lower than the previous assessment. The sound  predicted at the two new residences 

that were evaluated also meet the Permissible Sound Level. 

Conclusion 

RWDI completed noise and glare modelling for the Little Smoky 1 Solar project. The results of the 

assessments indicated that all glare was completely eliminated for all transportation routes and 

residences. Additionally, results indicated that the sounds levels remain below the Permissible Sound 

Level. 

Yours truly, 

 

Bryce Dawson, B.Sc., EP, PMP 

Senior Project Manager |  Principal  

RWDI 
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